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1
ASPHALT BINDER COMPOSITIONS AND
METHODS TO MAKE AND USE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/924,582, filed Jan. 7, 2014, pursuant to 35
USC 119(e)).

FIELD

The present disclosure generally relates to asphalt binder
compositions and methods of making and using the same.
More particularly, the asphalt binder compositions compris-
ing bitumen and a polymer blend comprising specified poly-
olefins are provided, along with methods of making and using
such asphalt binder compositions.

BACKGROUND

Asphalt mixes are commonly used as paving materials for
road construction and maintenance. Typically, asphalt, often
referred to as asphalt binder, asphalt cement or bitumen, is
mixed with aggregate to form material used in asphalt paving.
Processing and use of this material yields asphalt pavement.
More particularly, asphalt pavement comprises aggregate
held within a continuous phase of the asphalt binder by adher-
ence of the asphalt binder to the aggregate.

The strength and durability of the asphalt pavement
depends on various factors such as the properties of the mate-
rials used, the interaction of the various materials, the mix
design, construction practices and environmental and traffic
conditions to which the pavement is exposed. To produce a
mix that will have good performance during the lifetime of
the pavement, it is important to attain proper coating of the
aggregate with the asphalt and good adhesion between both
components, as well as good overall cohesive strength of the
asphalt.

Conventional asphalt materials suffer from various types of
distress modes due to exposure to environmental conditions,
such as, for example, permanent deformation, creep and rut-
ting at high temperatures and brittleness and cracking at low
temperatures. To improve resistance of asphalt materials to
these various distress modes, high temperature performance
additives, e.g., plastomers and/or elastomers, and/or low tem-
perature performance additives, e.g., process oils, are incor-
porated into the asphalt materials. The high temperature per-
formance additives tend to increase the modulus of the
asphalt material at higher temperatures to resist permanent
deformation and creep while the low temperature perfor-
mance additives tend to increase flexibility and ductility of
the asphalt material at lower temperatures to resist brittleness
and cracking.

Unfortunately, current low temperature performance addi-
tives are not always as effective as desired at increasing the
flexibility and ductility of the asphalt material at lower tem-
peratures, and often detract from the high temperature per-
formance properties of the asphalt material even with the
addition of high temperature performance additives. On the
other hand, current high temperature performance additives
are not always as effective as desired at reducing permanent
deformation, creep and rutting at high temperatures, and
often detract from the low temperature performance proper-
ties of the asphalt material even with the addition of low
temperature performance additives. Typical polymers used to
modify asphalt binders to reduce or prevent rutting include
elastomers, such as, for example, styrene/butadiene/styrene
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copolymer (SBS), and plastomers, such as, for example,
polyethylene, ethyl/vinyl acetate copolymer (EVA), and the
like.

The asphalt Performance Grade (PG) rating system catego-
rizes asphalt binders used in asphalt pavement based on the
binder’s performance at different temperatures. An asphalt
binder having a PG rating of about 64-22, for example, means
that the asphalt binder can be used in a climate where the
pavement reaches temperatures as high as +64° C. and as low
as —22° C. Temperatures outside the PG range of the asphalt
binder usually lead to deterioration of the asphalt pavement in
which this binder is used. Hence, it has for some time been an
objective to broaden the PG range of asphalt binders used in
road pavement applications.

The Usetul Temperature Interval (UTI) of an asphalt is the
difference between the high and low temperature PG grading.
Generally, to obtain a UTT of >92° C., a modified asphalt is
needed. For example, PG 76-22, a common polymer modified
asphalt, has a UTI of 98° C. In addition to increasing the PG
range of the asphalt binder, modifiers also improve other
qualities of the resulting asphalt, such as its general toughness
and wear characteristics.

There remains a need for new asphalt binder modifiers that
broaden the PG range and increase the useful temperature
interval of asphalt binders. Other desirable features and char-
acteristics of the asphalt binder compositions and methods of
making and using same that are described herein will become
apparent from the following detailed description and the
appended claims.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides asphalt binder composi-
tions as well as methods of making and using them. In an
exemplary embodiment, the asphalt binder composition com-
prises a) asphalt and b) a polymer blend, wherein the polymer
blend comprises (i) oxidized high density polyethylene, and
(i1) a modifying polymer chosen from: maleated polypropy-
lene, polyethylene homopolymer. high crystallinity polyeth-
ylene, or combinations thereof.

In another embodiment, the asphalt binder composition
consists essentially of a) asphalt and b) a polymer blend,
wherein the polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high den-
sity polyethylene, and (ii) a modifying polymer chosen from:
maleated polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high
crystallinity polyethylene, or combinations thereof.

In another exemplary embodiment, a method for making
an asphalt binder composition is provided. This method com-
prises mixing asphalt, oxidized high density polyethylene
and a modifying polymer chosen from maleated polypropy-
lene, polyethylene homopolymer, high crystallinity polyeth-
ylene, or combinations thereof to form the asphalt binder
composition.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Novel asphalt binder compositions and methods of making
and using the same are provided and described herein. It has
surprisingly been found that the addition of certain blends of
polymers to asphalt binder compositions broadens the PG
range and increases the UTI of the asphalt binder composi-
tions. The effect of these polymer blends on the PG range and
UTI ofthe asphalt binder compositions is synergistic. In other
words, at the same total polymer dosage level, polymer
blends have better performance than each individual polymer
at the same dosage level. Better performance can translate
into longer road life or longer building life, and that will bring
significant economic benefits to customers. Another benefit
of the asphalt binder compositions contemplated and
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described herein is that the same level of performance with
respect to the PG range and UTI may be achieved with sig-
nificantly reduced polymer quantity, which translates in sig-
nificant cost reductions.

In an exemplary embodiment, an asphalt binder composi-
tion comprises asphalt and a polymer blend, wherein the
polymer blend comprises: (i) oxidized high density polyeth-
ylene and (ii) a modifying polymer chosen from: maleated
polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high crystallin-
ity polyethylene, or combinations thereof. In some embodi-
ments, the polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high density
polyethylene and (ii) maleated polypropylene. In other
embodiments, the polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high
density polyethylene and (ii) polyethylene homopolymer. In
still other embodiments, the polymer blend comprises (i)
oxidized high density polyethylene and (ii) high crystallinity
polyethylene.

Asphalt is defined by the ASTM as a dark brown to black
cement-like material in which the predominant constituents
are bitumens that occur in nature or are obtained in petroleum
processing. Asphalts characteristically contain saturates, aro-
matics, resins and asphaltenes. The terms “asphalt” and “bitu-
men” are often used interchangeably to mean both natural and
manufactured forms of the material, which are all within the
scope of the compositions and methods contemplated and
described herein. Hereinafter, only the term “asphalt” will be
used to describe suitable asphalt and bitumen materials.

The type of asphalt suitable for use in the compositions and
methods contemplated and described herein are not particu-
larly limited and include any naturally occurring, syntheti-
cally manufactured and modified asphalts known now or in
the future. Naturally occurring asphalt is inclusive of native
rock asphalt, lake asphalt, and the like. Synthetically manu-
factured asphalt is often a byproduct of petroleum refining
operations and includes air-blown asphalt, blended asphalt,
cracked or residual asphalt, petroleum asphalt, propane
asphalt, straight-run asphalt, thermal asphalt, and the like.
Modified asphalt includes base asphalt (e.g., neat or unmodi-
fied asphalt that can be naturally occurring or synthetically
manufactured) modified with elastomers, phosphoric acid,
polyphosphoric acid, plastomers, ground tire rubber (GTR),
reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP), reclaimed asphalt single
(RAS), and the like, or various combinations of these modi-
fiers.

Furthermore, industry-grade asphalts, including without
limitation, paving-grade asphalts, are advantageous for use in
the compositions and methods contemplated and described
herein. Non-exclusive examples of paving-grade asphalts
include asphalts having any one of the following performance
grade ratings: PG 46-34, PG 52-34, PG 52-28, PG 58-28, PG
64-22, PG 64-16, PG 64-10, PG 67-22, PG 70-28, PG 70-22,
PG 70-16, PG 70-10, PG 76-28, PG 76-22, PG 76-16 and PG
76-10. Additionally, non-exclusive examples of paving-grade
asphalts within the scope of the present invention include
paving-grade asphalts having any one of the following pen-
etration grades: 50/70, 60/90, 80/100, 80/120, and 120/150.

Additionally, it is contemplated that industry-grade
asphalts, such as roof-grade asphalts, may be advantageously
used in the asphalt binder compositions contemplated and
described herein. In such embodiments, the asphalt binder
compositions will be useful for roofing applications. Suitable
roofing-grade asphalts include, for example, but not limited
to, asphalts having any one of the following hardness grades:
100/150 dmm pen, 150/200 dmm pen, 200/300 dmm pen, and
300+dmm pen, such as, but not limited to PG 58-28, 64-22,
67-22,70-22, and 76-22. In some embodiments of the asphalt
binder composition, the asphalt is present at a concentration
of from about 65 to about 99 weight % (wt %), based on the
total weight of the asphalt binder composition. For example,
the asphalt may be present at a concentration of from about 70
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to 90 wt %, or from about 65 to about 75 wt %, or from about
75 to about 99 wt %, or from about 75 to about 95 wt %, or
from about 75 to about 85 wt %, or even from about 85 to
about 99 wt %, based on the total weight of the asphalt binder
composition. In some exemplary embodiments, the asphalt is
present at a concentration of from about 94 to about 99 wt %,
such as about 96.5 wt %, based on the total weight of the
asphalt binder composition.

In some embodiments, the polymer blend is present at a
concentration of from about 0.5 to about 25 wt %, based on
the total weight of the asphalt binder composition. For
example, without limitation, the polymer blend is present at a
concentration of from about 0.5 to about 5 wt %, or from
about 0.5 to about 10 wt %, or from about 3 to about 8 wt %,
or from about 5 to about 10 wt %, or from about 5 to about 15
wt %, or from about 10 to about 15 wt %, or from about 10 to
about 20 wt %, or from about 15 to about 20 wt %, or from
about 15 to about 25 wt %, or even from about 20 to about 25
wt %, based on the total weight of the asphalt binder compo-
sition. In some embodiments, the polymer blend is present at
a concentration of from about 1 to about 5 wt %, for example,
about 3.5 wt %, based on the total weight ofthe asphalt binder
composition. The suitable and desired concentration of poly-
mer blend in any embodiment of the asphalt binder compo-
sition will be determined and selected by experimentation
according to the final properties required for the particular
end-use intended, e.g., PG or roofing grade asphalt tests.

In some embodiments of the asphalt binder composition
contemplated and described herein, the polymer blend com-
prises (i) oxidized high density polyethylene and (ii) a modi-
fying polymer chosen from: maleated polypropylene, poly-
ethylene homopolymer, high crystallinity polyethylene, or
combinations thereof, at a weight ratio of (oxidized high
density polyethylene): (modifying polymer) of from about 1:4
to about 4:1. For example, without limitation, the oxidized
high density polyethylene and the modifying polymer may be
present in a weight ratio of from about 1:3 to about 3:1, or
from about 1:2 to about 2:1, or from about 1:2 to about 1:3, or
from about 1:4 to about 3:1, or from about 1:4 to about 2:1, or
from about 1:3 to about 4:1, or from about 2:3 to about 4:1, or
from about 2:3 to about 3:1, for from about 2:3 to about 3:2,
or from about 3:1 to 4:1, or from about 3:1 to about 2:1,
respectively, or even about 1:1. Suitable weight ratios for the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying poly-
mer, in the polymer blend, in any embodiment of the asphalt
binder composition will be determined and selected by
experimentation according to the final properties required for
the particular end-use intended, e.g., PG or roofing grade
asphalt tests.

In some embodiments of the asphalt binder composition,
each of the oxidized high density polyethylene, maleated
polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer and high crystal-
linity polyethylene, independently, has a weight average
molecular weight (Mw) of from about 800 to about 50,000
g/mol. For example, the Mw of each of the aforesaid poly-
mers may be from about 1000 to about 5000 g/mol, or from
about 5000 to about 10,000 g/mol, or from about 10,000 to
about 20,000 g/mol, or from about 20,000 to about 30,000
g/mol, or from about 30,000 to about 40,000 g/mol, or even
from about 40,000 to about 50,000 g/mol. In one embodi-
ment, for example, each of these polymers may have a
molecular weight of from about 2000 to about 15,000 g/mol,
such as from about 4000 to about 20,000 g/mol. The weight
average molecular weight is determined by gel permeation
chromatography (GPC), which is a technique generally
known in the art. More particularly, according to the GPC
method used, the sample to be measured is dissolved in 1,2,
4-trichlorobenzene at 140° C. ata concentration of 2.0 mg/ml.
The solution (200 uL) is injected into the GPC containing two
PL gel 5 um Mixed-D (300x7.5 mm) columns held at 140° C.
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with a flow rate of 1.0 m[./minute. The instrument is equipped
with two detectors (refractive index and viscosity detector).
The molecular weight (weight average molecular weight,
Mw) is determined using a calibration curve generated from
a set of linear polyethylene narrow Mw standards.

Furthermore, in some embodiments, the oxidized high
density polyethylene, maleated polypropylene, polyethylene
homopolymer and high crystallinity polyethylene suitable for
use in the asphalt binder composition each have a crystallinity
of greater than 50%, based on the total weight of the polymer
being described. For example, without limitation, the afore-
said polymers may each have a crystallinity of greater than
about 75%, or from about 50 to about 60%, or from about 60
to about 70%, or from about 70 to about 80%, or from about
80 to about 90%, or even from about 90 to about 100%, based
on the total weight of the polymer being described. Further-
more, in some embodiments in which polyethylene
homopolymer is used, the polyethylene homopolymer may
have a crystallinity of greater than 80%. Whereas, in some
other embodiments in which high crystallinity polyethylene
is used, the high crystallinity polyethylene has a crystallinity
of greater than 90%. The crystallinity of the aforesaid poly-
mers is determined by Differential Scanning calorimetry
(DSC), which is a technique generally known in the art. The
DSC is run in a heat, cool, re-heat cycle at 10° C./minute
heating and cooling rates. More particularly, the sample is
initially cooled to =50° C. then heated to 150° C., cooled back
down to —50° C. and reheated to 150° C.

Within the aforesaid weight average molecular weight and
crystallinity ranges discussed above, the types and methods
of manufacture of the various polymers (i,e, oxidized high
density polyethylene, maleated polypropylene, polyethylene
homopolymer and high crystallinity polyethylene) is not par-
ticularly limited. For instance, suitable polymers in accor-
dance with those described herein are commercially available
from Honeywell International, N.J., USA, under the trade-
names HONEYWELL TITAN 7686 (oxidized high density
polyethylene), HONEYWELL TITAN 7278 (maleated
polypropylene), HONEYWELL TITAN 7212 (polyethylene
homopolymer) and HONEYWELL TITAN™ 7387 (high
crystallinity polyethylene).

In some embodiments, the asphalt binder composition con-
templated herein has a broadened PG range and may also
have a useful temperature interval (UTI) of at least about 90°
C. For example, without limitation, the UTI of the asphalt
binder composition may be at least about 92° C., or at least
93°C., oratleast94° C., oratleast 95° C., or atleast about 96°
C., or at least about 97° C., or even at least about 98° C.

In another exemplary embodiment, the asphalt binder com-
position comprises asphalt and a polymer blend, wherein the
polymer blend comprises at least two polymers chosen from:
maleated polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer and
high crystallinity polyethylene, in the absence of oxidized
high density polyethylene. Furthermore, in some embodi-
ments of this exemplary embodiment, the asphalt binder com-
position comprises asphalt and a polymer blend, wherein the
polymer blend consists essentially of at least two polymers
chosen from: maleated polypropylene, polyethylene
homopolymer and high crystallinity polyethylene, in the
absence of oxidized high density polyethylene.

Additionally, the asphalt binder composition may further
comprise one or more additional additives such as are familiar
to persons of ordinary skill in the relevant art now and in the
future. Such additives are typically used to improve certain
properties of the asphalt binder composition and products to
be made therefrom (e.g., penetration (i.e., hardness), viscos-
ity, and softening point, to name a few). Non-exclusive
examples of such additives suitable for inclusion in the
asphalt binder compositions contemplated and described
herein include, without limitation, plastomers, elastomers,
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waxes, polyphosphoric acids, flux oils, plasticizers, anti-oxi-
dants, and combinations thereof, among others, such as, for
example, recycled ground tire rubber, crumb rubber or poly-
octenamer, and anti-strip additives, non-limiting examples of
which are hydrated lime and amines.

In some embodiments of the asphalt binder composition,
the one or more additional additives together are present at a
total concentration of from about 0.5 to about 20 wt %, based
on the total weight of the asphalt binder composition. For
example, the total concentration of such additional additives
in the asphalt binder composition may be from about 0.5 to
about 1.0 wt %, or from about 1.0 to about 5.0 wt %, or from
about 5.0 to about 10 wt %, or even from about 10 to about 20
w %, based on the total weight of the asphalt binder compo-
sition. More particularly, in some embodiments the asphalt
binder composition may comprise a total concentration of
such additional additives of from about 1 to about 2 wt %,
such as about 1 wt %, based on the total weight of the asphalt
binder composition.

Suitable elastomers may, for example, be selected from the
group consisting of natural rubber and synthetic polymerized
rubber. Other non-exclusive examples of suitable elastomers
or plastomers include butyl, polybutadiene, polyisoprene and
polyisobutene rubber; styrene/butadiene copolymer such as
styrene/butadiene/styrene triblock copolymer (SBS); sty-
rene/ethylene-butylene/styrene triblock copolymer (SEBS);
poly(styrene-isoprene-styrene) (SIS); ethylene-methacrylate
(EMA); ethylene-propylene diene monomer (EPDM); ethyl-
ene-vinyl-acetate (EVA); and ethylene-butyl acrylate-gly-
cidyl methacrylate terpolymer.

Waxes suitable for use as an additional additive in the
asphalt binder composition may be functionalized or syn-
thetic waxes or naturally occurring waxes. Furthermore, the
wax may be oxidized or non-oxidized. Non-exclusive
examples of synthetic waxes include ethylene bis-stearamide
wax (EBS), Fischer-Tropsch wax (FT), oxidized Fischer-
Tropsch wax (FTO), polyolefin waxes such as polyethylene
wax (PE), oxidized polyethylene wax (OxPE), polypropylene
wax, polypropylene/polyethylene wax, alcohol wax, silicone
wax, petroleum waxes such as microcrystalline wax or par-
affin, and other synthetic waxes. Non-exclusive examples of
functionalized waxes include amine waxes, amide waxes,
ester waxes, carboxylic acid waxes, and microcrystalline
waxes. Naturally occurring wax may be derived from a plant,
from an animal, or from a mineral, or from other sources
known now or in the future. Non-exclusive examples of natu-
ral waxes include plant waxes such as candelilla wax, car-
nauba wax, rice wax, Japan wax and jojoba oil; animal waxes
such as beeswax, lanolin and whale wax; and mineral waxes
such as montan wax, ozokerite and ceresin. Mixtures of the
aforesaid waxes are also suitable, such as, for example, the
wax may include a blend of a Fischer-Tropsch (FT) wax and
a polyethylene wax.

Phosphoric acid is another substance that may be used as an
additional additive in some embodiments of the asphalt
binder composition, in conventional amounts, for example, to
raise the product’s softening point. The phosphoric acid may
be provided in any suitable form, including a mixture of
different forms of phosphoric acid. For example, some suit-
able different forms of phosphoric acid include phosphoric
acid, polyphosphoric acid, superphosphoric acid, pyrophos-
phoric acid and triphosphoric acid.

Plasticizers may also be used as additional additives, in
conventional amounts, to increase the plasticity or fluidity of
an asphalt binder composition in accordance with embodi-
ments described herein. Non-exclusive examples of suitable
plasticizers include hydrocarbon oils (e.g., paraffin, aromatic
and naphthenic oils), long chain alkyl diesters (e.g., phthalic
acid esters, such as dioctyl phthalate, and adipic acid esters,
such as dioctyl adipate), sebacic acid esters, glycol, fatty acid,
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phosphoric and stearic esters, epoxy plasticizers (e.g., epoxi-
dized soybean oil), polyether and polyester plasticizers, alkyl
monoesters (e.g., butyl oleate), long chain partial ether esters
(e.g., butyl cellosolve oleate), among others familiar to per-
sons of ordinary skill in the art now or in the future.

Anti-oxidants may be used in conventional amounts as
additional additives for the asphalt binder compositions to
prevent the oxidative degradation of polymers that causes a
loss of strength and flexibility in these materials.

Also provided are methods of making and using the asphalt
binder compositions described hereinabove. Generally, the
method for making asphalt binder compositions comprises
mixing (i) oxidized high density polyethylene with (ii)
another polymer chosen from maleated polypropylene, poly-
ethylene homopolymer, high crystallinity polyethylene, or
combinations thereof, and with asphalt, in appropriate
amounts to form any ofthe embodiments of the asphalt binder
composition described above. It is noted that in some embodi-
ments, the method for making an asphalt binder composition
may comprise first mixing (i) oxidized high density polyeth-
ylene with (ii) another polymer chosen from maleated
polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high crystallin-
ity polyethylene, or combinations thereof, in appropriate
amounts, to form a suitable polymer blend as described
above, and then mixing the polymer blend with asphalt, in
appropriate amounts to form an asphalt binder composition in
accordance with the above description. “Appropriate
amounts” of the asphalt and the (i) oxidized high density
polyethylene and the (ii) modifying polymer means that the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying poly-
mer may be provided in amounts wherein the weight ratio is
from about 3:1 to about 1:3, respectively, and the asphalt is
present in the resulting asphalt binder composition at a con-
centration of from about 65 to about 99 wt %, based on the
total weight of the asphalt binder composition.

The mixing is performed at suitable temperatures and agi-
tation, and under overall conditions familiar now and in the
future to persons having ordinary skill in the art. In some
embodiments of the method, for example, the mixing is per-
formed at a temperature of from about 75° C. to about 200° C.
for a time of from about 30 minutes to about 6 hours. Fur-
thermore, the mixing may be performed, for example, using a
low shear mixer at a speed of from about 5 revolutions per
minute (RPM) to about 100 RPM.

Methods of broadening the PG range, or increasing the
useful temperature interval (UTI), of an asphalt binder com-
position in accordance with those described hereinabove are
also contemplated. Both such methods comprise mixing (i)
oxidized high density polyethylene with (ii) another polymer
chosen from maleated polypropylene, polyethylene
homopolymer, high crystallinity polyethylene, or combina-
tions thereof, and with asphalt, in appropriate amounts to
form any of the embodiments of the asphalt binder composi-
tion described above. For example, without limitation, the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying poly-
mer may be provided in amounts wherein the weight ratio is
from about 3:1 to about 1:3, respectively, and the asphalt is
present in the resulting asphalt binder composition at a con-
centration of from about 65 to about 99 wt %, based on the
total weight of the asphalt binder composition.

In other exemplary embodiments, methods are provided
for using the asphalt binder compositions described herein. In
one embodiment, for example, a method involves preparing
paving material by mixing the asphalt binder composition
with aggregate. “Aggregate” is a collective term for mineral
materials, such as, for example, sand, gravel, or crushed
stone. The aggregate may comprise natural aggregate, manu-
factured aggregate, or a combination thereof. Natural aggre-
gate is typically extracted rock from an open excavation (e.g.
a quarry) that is reduced to usable sizes by mechanical crush-
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ing. Manufactured aggregate is typically a byproduct of other
manufacturing processes such as slag from metallurgical pro-
cessing (e.g. steel, tin, and copper production). Manufactured
aggregate also includes specialty materials that are produced
to have a particular physical characteristic not found in natu-
ral rock.

Such methods may further comprise using the paving
material for road construction, road maintenance, or both.
The paving material and roads obtained by such methods will
have longer useful lives, with less required maintenance due
to the minimization of distress modes such as permanent
deformation, creep and rutting at high temperatures and
brittleness and cracking at low temperatures. In another
embodiment, the method involves preparing roofing material
by mixing the asphalt binder composition with aggregate.
Such methods may further comprise using the roofing mate-
rial for roof construction, roof maintenance, or both. The
roofing material and roofs obtained by such methods will
have longer useful lives, with less required maintenance due
to the minimization of distress modes such as scuffing, sliding
at high temperatures and brittleness and cracking at low tem-
peratures.

While at least one exemplary embodiment has been pre-
sented in the foregoing detailed description, it should be
appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. It should
also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment or exem-
plary embodiments are only examples, and are not intended to
limit the scope, applicability, or configuration of the compo-
sitions and methods described herein in any way. Rather, the
foregoing detailed description will provide those skilled in
the art with a convenient road map for implementing an
exemplary embodiment of the compositions and methods. It
being understood that various changes may be made in the
function and arrangement of elements described in an exem-
plary embodiment without departing from the scope of the
compositions and methods as set forth in the appended
claims.

EXAMPLES

Paving-type asphalt binder compositions comprising
asphalt and various polymer blends, as specified below, were
prepared and subjected to experimental steps to determine
their performance grades:

The Mw of each of the polymers used in the following
examples are as follows:

TITAN 7686 (ox.HDPE): Mw=8800 g/mol; 77% crystal-
linity

TITAN 7278 (MAPP): Mw=8560 g/mol; 56% crystallinity

TITAN 7212 (PE homo.): Mw=2950 g/mol; 84% crystal-
linity

TITAN 7387 (PE homo): Mw=2575 g/mol; 100% crystal-
linity

The general procedure used to formulate the sample
asphalt binder compositions was as follows: (1) Asphalt (PG
64-22) was melted in a pint can in a hot oven set at 140° C.; (2)
the asphalt can was transferred from the hot oven to a heating
mantle; (3) the heating mantle was set at a temperature of
190° C.; (4) a low shear mixer was lowered into the asphalt
sample; (5) the low shear mixer was turned on and set at a
mixing speed to 250 rpm; (6) the asphalt sample reached a
temperature of 190° C.; (7) polymeric additive was slowly
added into the asphalt sample within a 2-min period; (8) the
asphalt sample was mixed for 1 hr; (9) the low shear mixer
was stopped and removed from the asphalt sample; (10) the
pint can was carefully taken out of the heating mantle; (11)
the test specimens from the pint can were prepared and tested
according to AASHTO M320. The results of the tests con-
ducted are summarized in Table 1 below.
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Composition Control Blend 1 Blend 2 Blend 3 Blend 4
64-22D 100.00%  96.50%  96.50%  96.50%  97.55%
Honeywell Titan ® 7686 (ox. HDPE) 3.50% 2.10%  147%
Honeywell Titan ® 7278 (MAPP) 3.50% 140%  0.98%
Total 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Total Polymer Loading 0.00% 3.50% 3.50% 3.50% 2.45%
Actual PG Grade 66.9-24.9 76.6-22.7 72.1-23.3 814231 76.2-23.4
Useful Temperature Interval (UTI) 91.8 99.3 954 104.5 99.6
PG Grade 64-22 76-22 70-22 76-22 76-22

"[he data in Table 1 show that blends of oxidized high TABLE 3-continued
density polyethylene and maleated polypropylene broaden
the PG range (UTTI) of the asphalt binder to a higher degree s Composition Blend1 Blend2  Blend3
than equal amounts of oxidized high density polyethylene Honeywell Titan ® 7212 (PE hom.) 0.50%
and maleated polypropylene alone (compare blends 1, 2 and Honeywell Titan ® 7686 (ox. HDPE) 1.50%  0.50% 1.00%
3). These data also show that smaller total amounts of poly- Total 1.00 1.00 1.00
mer blends can broaden the PG range of the asphalt binder to Actual PG Grade 64-29.6  65.3-28.3  65.6-28.7
h d 1 Fthe individual pol Useful Temperature Interval (UTT) 93.6 93.6 94.3
the same degree as larger amounts of the individual polymers 5o PG Grade 6428 64.28 6428

(compare blends 1 and 4).

Similar tests were also conducted to determine optimal
blending ratios. The results of these tests are summarized in
Table 2 below.

The data in Table 3 show that that smaller total amounts of
polymer blends can broaden the PG range of the asphalt

TABLE 2
temp.
(°C) Control Blend 1 Blend 2 Blend 3 Blend 4 Blend 5 Blend 6
Composition
64-22 D (asphalt) 100.00% 97.55% 97.55% 97.55% 97.55% 97.55% 97.55%
Honeywell Titan ® 2.45% 1.96% 1.47% 0.98% 0.49%
7686 (ox. HDPE)
Honeywell Titan ® 0.49% 0.98% 1.47% 1.96% 2.45%
7278 (MAPP)
Total 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Total Polymer 0.00% 2.45% 2.45% 2.45% 2.45% 2.45% 2.45%
Loading
Ratio 7686:7278 NA 5:0 4:1 3:2 2:3 1:4 0:5
7278/(7686 + 7278) NA 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
MSCR on RTFO
Residue
T 32 ke (KP27H) 64 NA 1.28 1.14 1.07 1.39 1.39 2.41
w32 2pa (kP21 76 NA 6.67 5.75 5.27 6.81 6.40 9.06
Actual PG Grade  66.9-249  66.9-24.9 73.9-23.3 75-23.3 76.2-23.4 74-23.6 73.4-23.6 69.4-23.4
Useful 91.8 91.8 97.2 98.3 99.6 97.6 97.0 92.8
Temperature
Interval (UTI) 64-22 64-22 70-22 70-22 76-22 70-22 70-22 64-22
PG Grade

The data in Table 2 show that a blending ratio of 3:2 with
respect to a blend of oxidized high density polyethylene and s
maleated polypropylene is optimal (see blend 3).

Similar tests were also conducted to analyze blends of

oxidized high density polyethylene and polyethylene
homopolymer. The results of these tests are summarized in

Table 3 below. 60
TABLE 3

Composition Blend 1  Blend 2 Blend 3

58-28 C (asphalt grade) 98.50%  99.00%  98.50% 63

Honeywell Titan ® 7278 (MAPP) 0.50%

binder to the same degree as larger amounts of the individual
polymers (compare blends 1 and 2).

The other polymer blends of the present invention are
tested as the blends described above and give similar test
results.

Roofing-type asphalt binder compositions comprising oxi-
dized high density polyethylene (Ox. HDPE) or maleated
polypropylene (MAPP), or blends of both types of polymers,
were also tested (Table 4). These tests show that blends of
oxidized high density polyethylene and maleated polypropy-
lene have synergistic effects on asphalt hardness (PEN) and
the asphalt’s softening point. Penetration was determined
using ASTM DS and softening point determined using ASTM
D36 testing protocols.
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TABLE 4
PEN SP SP Increase

(dmm @ 25°C.) (°C.) (°C)
64-22 A 55.6 48.3 NA
64-22 A; 5% Ox. HDPE 36.6 90.65 42.35 Blend 1
64-22 A; 5% MAPP 27 61.45 13.15 Blend 2
64-22 A; 3% Ox. HDPE & 2% MAPP 26.8 116.15 67.85 Blend 3
64-22 A; 2% Ox. HDPE & 3% MAPP 25.8 114.4 66.10 Blend 4
64-22 A; 4% Ox. HDPE & 1% MAPP 28.8 113.95 65.65 Blend 5
64-22 A; 1% Ox. HDPE & 4% MAPP 28 105.1 56.8 Blend 6

What is claimed is:

1. An asphalt binder composition comprising: a) asphalt
and b) a polymer blend comprising (i) oxidized high density
polyethylene, and (ii) a modifying polymer chosen from:

maleated polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high

crystallinity polyethylene, or combinations thereof.

2. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, wherein the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying poly-
mer are present in a weight ratio of from about 1:4 to about
4:1, respectively.

3. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, having a
useful temperature interval (UTI) of at least about 90° C.

4. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, wherein the
polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high density polyeth-
ylene and (ii) maleated polypropylene.

5. The asphalt binder composition of claim 4, wherein the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the maleated
polypropylene are present in a weight ratio) of from about
1:4to about 4:1, respectively.

6. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, wherein the
polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high density polyeth-
ylene and (ii) polyethylene homopolymer.

7. The asphalt binder composition of claim 6, wherein the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the polyethylene
homopolymer are present in a weight ratio of from about 1:4
to about 4:1, respectively.

8. The asphalt binder composition of claim 6, wherein the
(i) polyethylene homopolymer has a crystallinity of greater
than about 80%.

9. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, wherein the
polymer blend comprises (i) oxidized high density polyeth-
ylene and (ii) high crystallinity polyethylene.

10. The asphalt binder composition of claim 9, wherein the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the high crystallinity
polyethylene are present in a weight ratio of from about 1:4 to
about 4:1, respectively.

11. The asphalt binder composition of claim 9, wherein the
(i) high crystallinity polyethylene has a crystallinity of
greater than about 90%.

12. The asphalt binder composition of claim 1, wherein the
asphalt binder composition consists essentially of: a) asphalt
and b) a polymer blend comprising (i) oxidized high density
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polyethylene, and (ii) a modifying polymer chosen from:
maleated polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high
crystallinity polyethylene, or combinations thereof.

13. The asphalt binder composition of claim 12, wherein
the oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying
polymer are present in a weight ratio of from about 1:4 to
about 4:1, respectively.

14. The asphalt binder composition of claim 12, having a
useful temperature interval (UTI) of at least about 90° C.

15. A paving or roofing material comprising:

aggregate; and

an asphalt binder composition comprising:

a) asphalt; and

b) a polymer blend comprising (i) oxidized high density
polyethylene, and (ii) a modifying polymer chosen
from: maleated polypropylene, polyethylene
homopolymer. high crystallinity polyethylene, or
combinations thereof.

16. The paving or roofing material of claim 15, wherein the
oxidized high density polyethylene and the modifying poly-
mer are present in a weight ratio of from about 1:4 to about
4:1, respectively, and wherein the asphalt binder composition
has a useful temperature interval (UTT) of at least about 90° C.

17. A method for making an asphalt binder composition,
said method comprising mixing asphalt, oxidized high den-
sity polyethylene and a modifying polymer chosen from
maleated polypropylene, polyethylene homopolymer, high
crystallinity polyethylene, or combinations thereof to form
the asphalt binder composition.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the mixing is per-
formed at a temperature of from about 75° C. to about 200° C.
and for a time of from about 30 minutes to about 6 hours.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the asphalt binder
composition comprises: from about 65 to about 99 weight %
asphalt and from about 1 to about 35 weight % total oxidized
high density polyethylene and modifying polymer, based on
the total weight of the asphalt binder composition.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the oxidized high
density polyethylene and the modifying polymer are present
in weight ratio of from about 1:4 to about 4:1, respectively.
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